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4.05 Shakespeare Research Project

Shakespeare and his plays have had a major influential impact on our society today.  From his first to his last play, we still perform his works, adapts his plays, and use his expressions in our everyday conversations.  To truly grasp how Shakespeare is still “alive” today, you will be asked to research him, his plays, and modern adaptations to answer the questions below.

Each question should be answer in complete sentences with proper spelling and grammar.

Part One: These should be answered in three to five sentences each

1.  Who is Shakespeare?  What is his full name, where was he born, when did he live, what jobs did he have, etc.:


2. What is the main difference between his comedies and tragedies?  Be specific and use at least two examples of each.


3. Give two examples of phrases we still use today that were written by Shakespeare.  What do these phrases mean?  Write an example sentence using at least one of those phrases.


4. Where were Shakespeare plays performed?  What type of people were generally in the audience?  What was special about the actors that performed the plays?



5. Name a tv show that has made a Shakespeare joke or reference.  What show was it? What was the joke/reference?


Part Two: These answers should be written in complete sentences; answer length will vary based on the question.

Compare and Contrasting Romeo and Juliet

Now that you have done some background research on Shakespeare, it is now time to explore his impact on modern movies and society.  First, we will focus on Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story.

6.  In your own words, write a short summary of the play Romeo and Juliet?



7. Romeo and Juliet is considered both the greatest love story of all time as well as the greatest tragedy.  Which do you think it is and why?


8. What are three similarities in the story of Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story? (Please be specific, answers of “love stories” or “have characters” for example will not earn points)

1.
2.
3.


9. What are three differences in the story of Romeo and Juliet and West Side Story? (Please be specific, answers of “different characters” or “One is a play and one is a movie” for example will not earn point)

1.
2.
3.


10.  Which version did you like better?  Why?

11. Imagine you are creating an Instagram post for Juliet.  Attach a picture below from the play (or a movie version) and write a short caption.  Do not forget to add at least four hashtags that would be appropriate for this post.


Part Three: These answers should be written in complete sentences; answer length will vary based on the question.

Compare and Contrasting A Play of Your Choice

Now it is your turn to choose which play and movie you would like to compare.  Please choose one of the following options.  You must select a play and movie combination from this list below

Play/Movie Options

Twelfth Night/She’s the Man
Othello/O
Midsummer Night’s Dream/Get Over It
Macbeth/Joe Macbeth


12.  In your own words, what is a summary of the play you chose from above:




13. What are three similarities in the story of the play and movie you chose? (Please be specific, answers of “love stories” or “have characters” for example will not earn points)

1.
2.
3.


14. What are three differences in the story of the play and movie you chose? (Please be specific, answers of “different characters” or “One is a play and one is a movie” for example will not earn point)

1.
2.
3.

Part Three:  In Summary.  Please answer question 15 in complete sentences.  Question 16 will be a list of sources. 

15.  Why is Shakespeare still studied today?


16.  What sources did you use to do your research?  Copy all links that you used for this assignment below.  There should be at least three links below
