

Skill and Form Number:  Context Clues #1
Words in Context
1.      Mr. Petrie has a way of making Algebra seem easy. His lucid explanations make even the most difficult problems simple to understand.
What is the meaning of the word lucid in the selection above? 
A. humorous
B. relaxed
C. clear
D. interestinWrite your response here: 
(show your work) g
2.      The floors of the cafeteria were squalid. They were covered with spilled grease, crumbs of food, and bits of notebook paper.
What is the meaning of the word squalid in the selection above? 
A. colorful
B. maintained
C. dirty
D. proper
Write your response here: 
(show your work) 
3.      The scene was melancholy. The mourners wore various shades of black, and they had tears in their eyes.
What is the meaning of the word melancholy in the selection above? 
A. still
B. loud
C. gloomy
D. victorious
Write your response here: 
(show your work) 
4.      Marisol was persnickety about her living arrangements. She did not allow friends or family members in her bedroom, office, or kitchen. Visitors could only go into Marisol's living room, and even there, they could only sit down if they took off their shoes.
What is the meaning of the word persnickety in the selection above? 
A. unconcerned
B. fussy
C. fashionable
D. messyWrite your response here: 
(show your work) 
5.      The contusion on the patient's arm was one of several bruises on his body.
What is the meaning of the word contusion in the selection above? 
A. tattoo
B. injury
C. picture
D. braceWrite your response here: 
(show your work) 
6.      Lobbyists get their name because they used to stand in a hall or lobby, outside the room where laws were being passed. They try to influence members of Congress to vote a certain way for a new law.
Which person listed below would most likely work with a lobbyist? 
A. carpenter
B. actor
C. congressman
D. historianWrite your response here: 
(show your work) 
7.      Scientists have yet to figure out how deep the abyss is. Staring into it, I could see only darkness.
What is the meaning of the word abyss? 
A. a vast and limitless space
B. a large man-made lake
C. a gigantic piece of rock
D. a small and sandy moundWrite your response here: 
(show your work) 
8.      It was unacceptable for the moderator to berate the panel members for no reason. The members were very displeased with his disrespectful criticism.
Which word from the sentence helps the reader understand the meaning of berate? 
A. members
B. reason
C. very
D. criticism
Write your response here: 
(show your work) 

Warthog
by Jennifer Kirkpatrick
           Under a blazing African sun a female warthog, a kind of wild pig, kneels on a grassy plain. With her wide snout the warthog digs grass roots and eats them while her two piglets stand nearby. Scrambling onto the mother's back, birds called oxpeckers eat bloodsucking ticks and other insects that feed on the warthog's skin. 
           Suddenly the oxpeckers raise their beaks and hiss. A lion dashes from its hiding place toward them. The birds scatter, and the mother warthog, alerted to danger, grunts loudly. Her piglets squeal and scurry away. 
           The mother waits a second, then speeds toward her offspring with her tail stiffly erect. The piglets run headfirst into a burrow, then the mother whirls around and backs in. Her large head and tusks block the entrance. The lion circles and soon leaves. 
           With four tusks and large shovel-shaped heads, warthogs look fierce, but they often avoid fighting predators such as lions, cheetahs, leopards, wild dogs, or hyenas by running away or dodging into a burrow. Warthogs can run as fast as 30 miles (48 kilometers) an hour, often outdistancing a pursuer. 
           When cornered by predators, warthogs will attack with their sharp lower tusks, which can measure 6 inches (15 centimeters) long. Older warthogs have long curved upper tusks that can grow as long as 2 feet (61 centimeters). These too serve as weapons. Warthogs are generally peaceful, but sometimes a male may attack another male during mating season. The snarling attacker, with his mane and tail erect, charges into his opponent's lowered head. The fleshy, wartlike bumps that cover male warthogs' heads may cushion the blows. 
           The warthogs butt each other with their snouts and try to push each other down. Most often the weaker male will give up and walk away. Very rarely will a warthog be wounded in these attacks. 

9. What does the word pursuer mean in the passage? 
A. an animal with sharp lower tusks that can be used as weapons
B. one who is being pursued
C. one who chases in order to overtake or catch
D. a mother warthog that is being chased by a lion
Write your response here: 
(show your work) 
10. In the passage, opponent means 
A. opposite.
B. advocate.
C. rival.
D. assistant.Write your response here: 
(show your work) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Answers
1. C 
2. C 
3. C 
4. B 
5. B 
6. C 
7. A 
8. D 
9. C 
10. C 
1. clear 
2. dirty 
3. gloomy 
4. fussy 
5. injury 
6. congressman 
7. a vast and limitless space 
8. criticism 
9. one who chases in order to overtake or catch 
10. rival. 
Explanations
1. The general idea of this selection provides the clues to the meaning of the word "lucid." Mr. Petrie is described as a teacher who makes difficult ideas easy to understand. It would make sense that his explanations would be clear, or lucid.
2. The fact that the floors were covered with spilled grease, crumbs of food, and bits of paper suggests that the floor was very filthy or untidy. You can guess from the context that "squalid" means the same thing as "dirty."
3. Clues like "shades of black" and "tears" paint a picture of sadness. With these clues, the reader can determine that "melancholy" means the same thing as "gloomy."
4. From the passage, the reader can tell that Marisol does not like people in many parts of her home. Even though Marisol allows people in her living room, they must take off their shoes. Therefore, it is safe to assume that "persnickety" means the same thing as "fussy."
5. In this sentence, the reader can determine that a contusion is like a bruise. Another word for "bruise" is "injury."
6. Authors often realize that students may not know a word and directly explain its meaning. Lobbyists try to influence the way a representative might vote. Our experience tells us that a congressman would most likely be concerned with how someone should vote.
7. The reader can tell from the word's context that an abyss is something dark. It is also so deep that no one has figured out how deep. Based on these clues, "a vast and limitless space" is the most logical answer.
8. The moderator berated the panel members, and the panel members felt that they were disrespectfully criticized; therefore, the reader can conclude that "berate" and "criticism" are connected in meaning. The word "berate" means "to scold or criticize."
9. The passage tells you that the warthog runs or goes into a burrow to avoid fighting. Also, you probably already know the base word pursue, and you know that the suffix -er means one who does something.
10. The passage says that the snarling attacker charges into his opponent's head. The words snarling and charges are clues that the attacker and the opponent are enemies. Opponent and enemy are synonyms.
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