
Romeo and Juliet
Unit 2 Portfolio - Persuasive letter of 4-5 paragraphs



Assignment Description: 
The Prince of Verona is reconsidering his decision to ban Romeo. Write a letter to the Prince. You are to 
pretend that you are a citizen of Verona and that you were on the street in Verona and saw the 
exchanges and eventual fight between Romeo/his friends and Tybalt/his friends, which resulted in the 
deaths of Mercutio and Tybalt. In your letter to the Prince, you are either going to encourage the Prince 
to uphold his decision to banish Romeo, or persuade the Prince to reverse his decision and let Romeo 
return home to Verona.

Your letter must be 1 1/2 pages long. Use the MLA heading and letter formatting

● Create a Character/Persona including name, age, profession (job), family background, reason for witnessing the fight

● Summarize the fight of A3, S1. Select two different pieces of evidence in the form of direct quotes to support your position

● Construct a Counterargument

● Use persuasive language appealing to logic and emotion

● Use transition words and phrases to point out your evidence and introduce your quotes



Assignment Description: 
The Prince of Verona is reconsidering his decision to ban Romeo. Write a letter to the Prince. You are 
to pretend that you are a citizen of Verona and that you were on the street in Verona and saw the 
exchanges and eventual fight between Romeo/his friends and Tybalt/his friends, which resulted in the 
deaths of Mercutio and Tybalt. In your letter to the Prince, you are either going to encourage the Prince 
to uphold his decision to banish Romeo, or persuade the Prince to reverse his decision and let Romeo 
return home to Verona.

● For either position you take in your letter, you are trying to persuade the Prince. Effective 
persuasion is based on making ethical, logical and emotional points in your writing. A balance of 
these types of information is most effective. You must use specific details from the play to 
support your position.

● Assume the voice and persona of the character writing the letter. Create an appropriate tone, and 
explain your position. You can pretend that you are a store owner who saw the whole incident, a 
mother with young children who was on the street when the fight broke out, an off-duty fireman 
who saw the whole thing from your cart in the street, etc.



Use this to help get you started:

How to get started?  
Choose a side: Graphic 
Organizer to help find 
specific details and quotes 
to support your position 
(this is not a required 
assignment)



Brainstorm and 
Get Started!

Paragraph #1

What character could you play? What might 
your life be like? Why are you a trustworthy 
person? Why should the Prince believe you?

Begin your letter here!  Let the Prince know 
your name, age, job, family background, 
etc.  Be detailed so he can determine 
whether or not you are a trustworthy 
citizen. Remember, this story is set in the 
1300ʼs… your description of yourself 
should match this time period!



Providing 
Background and 

Evidence
Paragraph #2

What might you have been doing the 
day of the fight? Why were you 
walking down that street?

Your next paragraph should connect 
your introduction of yourself to the 
fight. Let the Prince know why you 
were there and what you observed. Be 
specific and use details from the 
scene.



Quotes, quotes, 
and more 
quotes!

Paragraph #2 (continued)

This is where you rely on the quotes 
from the scene. You should directly 
reference what you “heard” the 
characters say, and use their words to 
persuade the Prince of their 
innocence or guilt. 

Be sure to include examples from both 
sides 

This paragraph should be the longest! 
You will want to have evidence to 
show and explain who is guilty and 
who is innocent. 



Counter
Argument

Paragraph #3

Anytime you are trying to persuade 
someone, you should always discuss 
what the opposing side would argue.  
You should clearly state at least one 
example of what someone who 
disagrees with your perspective would 
say, and then explain why you think 
they are wrong using evidence.

Example:  “Somebody else might 
argue that Romeo is guilty because he 
said/did __________, but what really 
happened was…”



The Conclusion 
(Finalizing Your 

Point)
Paragraph #4

Bring your final argument to a close. 
This is the point in the letter you 
should directly and clearly state what 
you are trying to persuade the Prince 
to believe. 

Be sure to thank him for his 
consideration as well as leave him 
with a closing thought that reveals the 
important effects of his final decision. 



Get help writing each paragraph:

Graphic Organizer and Grading Rubric Link

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VNowDCMBeqJls5DWG0cTp-IuULkNZEyX/view?usp=sharing
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Unit 2 Portfolio
 
 
Your Character Name
Your Character’s Address
 
 
Date the letter was written
 
 
Prince of Verona
The address for the Prince
 
 
Dear Prince,
 

Hello, my name is Trusty Karl. Thank you for taking time to read my letter. You are such a good ruler, 
who is very concerned about the people of Verona. 

I am asking that you reconsider your decision to banish Romeo.
Romeo is a kind young man. He is just quick to react and means no harm to the people of Verona.
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Sample Persuasive Argument 
w/ a Counterargument

Thesis statement: Euthanasia should be allowed.
(Euthanasia  is when a person makes a conscious decision to die and asks for help to 
do so.)
Position: Ending a love one's life in order to ease their pain should be allowed if the 
patient had consented.
Counter Argument: By allowing someone to murder another living human being is illegal. 
Even if the patient has consented for having their life ended, would this simply allow 
suicidal people to give consent for others to kill them? Where would the line be drawn?
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Sentence Starters for adding evidence from 
the text:

When ____________ happened, it shows that (name character) __________ was trying to  
____________. 

When the character says, “__________”, it shows that…..

When the character says, “__________”, it proves that…

The character’s trait of ___________ is demonstrated when he/she says, “____________”.

The character ________ states that, “____________”. This helps to ____________. 



Finding Evidence from the Text

Act III, Scene I



Modern Text Act 3, Scene 1

No Fear Shakespeare: Romeo & Juliet
https://www.sparknotes.com/nofear/shakespeare/romeojuliet/

https://www.sparknotes.com/nofear/shakespeare/romeojuliet/


Screenshots of Key Passages:



  

1.What can you infer (learn) about Benvolioʼs personality from these lines?

2.Which part of this quote supports your answer the strongest?



1.What does this conversation show us 
about Mercutio?

2. What does this conversation show us 
about Tybalt?

3. Can you use any of this to prove who 
started the confrontation?



Is there any evidence in 
this conversation that 
could be useful to your 
argument?



Is there any evidence in 
this conversation that 
could be useful to your 
argument?



Is there any evidence in this 
conversation that could be 
useful to your argument?



Is there any evidence in this 
conversation that could be 
useful to your argument?



Is there any evidence in this 
conversation that could be 
useful to your argument?



Is there any evidence in this 
conversation that could be 
useful to your argument?


